Paraneoplastic granulomatous vitritis and retinitis as a presentation of recurrent classical Hodgkin's lymphoma.
We describe a unique case of a patient with an established diagnosis of Hodgkin's lymphoma in clinical remission who later presented with apparent vitreous inflammation. A vitreous biopsy (including fortuitously some peripheral retinal fragments) exhibited granulomatous inflammation. Since the latter can be a paraneoplastic phenomenon of active Hodgkin's lymphoma in distant organ sites, the haematologists were alerted to the possibility of recurrent lymphoma, despite the patient having no clinical symptoms. Repeat body imaging showed enlarged mediastinal lymph nodes, biopsy of which confirmed recurrent Hodgkin's lymphoma. The patient responded well to systemic chemotherapy with resolution of the visual symptoms. This case report illustrates the importance of vitreous biopsy in this clinical setting and how to interpret the significance of granulomas in this context, and outlines a unique vitreo-retinal paraneoplastic granulomatous presentation in the setting of recurrent Hodgkin's lymphoma and how this diagnosis triggered a prompt review of the patient who had no constitutional symptoms, with hopefully a favourable impact on prognosis given the early recurrent disease detection.